Old Aberdeen Community Council

6 St Machar Place,

Aberdeen AB24 3SF.

8th December 2009

Roderick MacBeath 

Head of Democratic Services 

Aberdeen City Council 

Town House 

Aberdeen,  

AB10 1AR

Dear Mr MacBeath,

Controlled Parking Zone – Old Aberdeen 

Observations and Objections from Old Aberdeen Community Council
The following comments area based upon feedback received from two open meetings held by the Old Aberdeen Community Council plus various discussions and letters received from the Old Aberdeen and surrounding community.

1.  COMMENTS ON THE PLANNING PROCESS
The Old Aberdeen Community Council would like to bring to the Council's attention that there is within our community an overriding feeling of injustice at the imposition of a CPZ with its substantial permit charges to counteract the deliberate decanting of students and staff from the University parking spaces

Old Aberdeen Community Council would still like to know :

· why was the required agreement between the University and the City Council concluded behind closed doors without our local councillors or the Roads department having any knowledge of it ?

· why was there no consultation on potential alternative solutions?  e.g. enhanced public transport?

· why was there no planning requirement within the terms of the Town and Country Planning Act for the University to replace the 141 lost parking spaces, with whatever figure would normally be required for a building of this nature and of this size?

· why was there no serious consideration given to lessening the financial blow to local residents as has been the case at both Garthdee and Foresterhill? or to providing assurances that the charges will not be raised in the near future?

We ask these questions as the clear and consistent message from our community, both from letters we have received and from the initial informal consultation, is that they do not want a Controlled Parking Zone for which they have to pay.

2. COMMENTS ON PROPOSED PARKING REGULATIONS

Residents' parking

The current proposal is for residents’ parking to be between 10am and 4pm only, not 24 hours as it currently is in many residents parking areas.  Many local residents have reported parking can also be very difficult at night and we point out that the New Library will be open at least until 10 p.m. on weekdays.

We therefore recommend that all areas to be dedicated for residents parking (i.e. not pay and display) should be extended to 24 hours and not just for a limited number of hours during the day time. This would help to actually deliver what residents clearly want – the ability to park near their homes.

Pay and display

We consider the proposed time period of restriction – 10am to 4pm, and the modest cost for pay-and-display - £1.50 for 2 hours, £2.30 for 3 hours (which is actually cheaper than taking the bus to and from the city centre) - will encourage some students to use the pay-and-display provision from early morning to secure the whole morning's parking for £1.50.(where they can just drop in for lectures and drive away again). We consider this is likely to actually increase parking congestion around the University.  We therefore ask for the pay and display restriction period to be extended to run between 9am to 5pm.    

St Machar's Cathedral

We understand that staff parking for St Machar’s Cathedral will be effectively impossible as we understand that business parking permits must be vehicle specific, yet St Machar operates with a large number of mostly voluntary helpers who work for short, overlapping periods. You should be aware that St Machar is the only church in Aberdeen that is open all day, every day of the year as both a tourist attraction and sanctuary.  We ask you to address this issue by permitting non vehicle specific permits to be issued to this specific charitable organisation.

Chicanes on College Bounds

We are disappointed to see that the opportunity has not been taken to remove or improve the intrusive ‘chicane’ curb extensions on College Bounds, which were introduced as traffic calming measures but which, by your officials' own admission, do not work and do not slow the traffic..  Moreover they create a specific driving hazard as the curbs extend well beyond the visual reference of the black painted bollards. They  are also very unsightly and are completely inappropriate for a Conservation Area

We have asked several times for these traffic calming measures to be reviewed, for the chicanes to be removed along with their dominant sign posts and for parking to be permitted on both sides of the road which would of itself slow down the traffic.  We understand that the 20 mph limit would have to go but with the appropriate measures the traffic would slow itself down. We would ask therefore for the removal of the sign posts and jutting curbs from the plans.

Conservation Area Issues

Old Aberdeen is a designated Conservation Area and the city's prime historic conservation area:  College Bounds, the High Street, The Chanonry and Don Street and their side streets form the heart of this.

We have had representation from local residents on the volume, clutter and inappropriate street furniture, signage, yellow lines (which should be paler and narrower) and the chicanes mentioned above.  We would therefore ask for a full Conservation Area Impact Assessment on the proposals and, here in different context, for the removal of the chicanes.

3.  ‘PROCEDURAL’ COMMENTS 
Lamppost notices  

We also wish to comment on the “lamppost notices” posted by Aberdeen City Council. A good many residents have complained about the difficulty in reading them and indeed these can scarcely comply with disability legislation.  We realise there will be statutory requirements to fulfil in the required process and content, but wonder if this could have been met in some other way, even by spreading the notice over two sheets.

Moreover, we feel that this method of informing the public is now rather outdated.  Every household received a letter and questionnaire in the first stage of the informal consultation.  Is it not possible to inform every household in the same way at this stage which is arguably equally or even more important to the final design?

Email comment

We understand that the City Council Legal Services department prefers all objections to be placed by letter. We have received a number of comments where there was dissatisfaction that an email response was not acceptable.  We understand the preference for clear ownership of comments, but as email has now become pretty ubiquitous as a means of communication for all but the most specifically contractual issues, we recommend this issue is reconsidered soon with, hopefully, agreement that email comment is acceptable provided the writers name and address is clearly stated.

Web consultation

Finally, we were pleased to find that the road plans were made available to the public through your web site. Thank you.

We acknowledge that the Roads Department has conducted a thorough and sensitive exercise. But once again it is Aberdeen’s lack of an efficient and integrated public transport system that is highlighted. 

Yours sincerely,

Christine Burgess

Chair, Old Aberdeen Community Council

