How to respond to the proposed Controlled Parking Zone
The Old Aberdeen Community Council encourages you to write to the City Council with your thoughts on the proposed Controlled Parking Zone. This is a complex issue which affects different members of the community in different ways, so the more responses the Council receive, the more likely they are to understand the needs of the community.

If you need any further information, you could contact the Roads officers during weekday working hours by phone, or you can go to St Nicholas House and see the plans again and talk to a Roads official. Call 01224 522641 to ask any questions you have, or to arrange a meeting.

While you might feel you want to write a long letter to tell the Council exactly what you think about this issue, do remember that the Council officers have to try and summarise the main issues. So, to ensure they get the right message, try to keep your letter brief and ensure each key point is clearly made.  Here is a sample format for your  letter.  Currently, the City Council Legal Services department prefer all objections to be placed by letter so we recommend you follow that advice, though an email to the Roads Department will, I’m sure, be accepted (but do be sure to include your full name and address). 

	
	Your name (printed)

Your address

and postcode

Date


Dear Sir,
Proposed Old Aberdeen, Sunnybank, Tillydrone and Seaton Controlled Parking Zone

I wish to make the following objections to the above proposal: 
1. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
2. Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Yours sincerely, 
Your signature.
Send your letter to: 

Roderick MacBeath

Head of Democratic Services

Aberdeen City Council

Town House

Aberdeen,  AB10 1AR

Your response must reach the Council by  Wednesday, 9th December. If you are running late, you could hand deliver it to St Nicholas House on Broad Street.

Overleaf we offer  a few sample responses, which might help you work out what you want to put in your letter.
These sample responses are  here to give you some ideas.  Copy them if you wish, but try and put the objection in your own words.
I strongly object to the proposal to impose a controlled parking zone on <your street name>.  While parking can be a problem, I do not feel the imposition of a CPZ is appropriate and I ask for our street to be excluded from the CPZ.

Since the University closed their main car park as part of their new library development, we have seen a big increase in non-resident cars in our street. While I feel a controlled parking zone could be beneficial in reducing this commuter parking, I strongly object to the annual charges of £80 and £120 when the parking problem has been directly and deliberately caused by the University. I consider the cost should be born by the University, not by people who live near the University, but who had no say in the development of the plans for the library.
For many local residents owning a motor car is a great expense but a necessity to allow travel to and from their place of employment due to the inadequacy of the Aberdeen bus services. This proposed annual cost of £80 for a first car and £120 for a second is excessive and unreasonable.

While I can support the proposal to impose a controlled parking zone on <your street name>, I consider the proposed time period of restriction – 10am to 4pm, and the modest cost for pay-and-display will encourage some students to use the pay-and-display provision where they can just drop in for lectures and drive away again. I consider this is likely to actually increase parking congestion in our area.  I would therefore ask for the restriction period to be extended to between 8am to 5pm, or similar.
In <your street name>, parking is most difficult in the evenings, when workers have returned home and our street is also used as parking for people visiting the Bobbin Mill or the University Kings Pavilion Gym. The CPZ proposals would not improve this situation so they offer no advantage to this area. I therefore ask that the resident  parking should apply for 24 hours, not just during the day time.  A day-time only parking restriction will be of no help to residents and involves significant expenditure and I completely reject this aspect of the proposal. 
I am disappointed to see that the plans do not seek to remove or improve the ridiculous ‘chicane’ curb extensions on College Bounds, which do not slow the traffic, but do look horrible.  Please incorporate the removal of the sign posts and dangerously jutting curbs within your plans.

I also wish to comment on the “lamppost notices” posted by Aberdeen City Council.

These are some 13 paragraphs long, printed in tiny text and worded such that I had difficulty in understanding the content. Surely this is contrary to Aberdeen City Council’s policy of “plain speech”.
Old Aberdeen Community Council, 26 November 2009
