
Old Aberdeen Community Council 
Minutes of meeting held on 5th May 2009 to discuss proposed 

coach parking outside St Machar Cathedral 
 
Present: 
Christine Burgess  OACC Chair 
Dewi Morgan   OACC 
Mr. R Williamson  Representing the interests of St Machar 
Mr. Hugh Gibson  Resident of The Chanonry 
Mrs. Jenny Gibson  Resident of The Chanonry 
Mrs Woolridge-Gordon  Resident of The Chanonry 
Mrs M Sleeman   Resident of The Chanonry 
Mrs V Morgan   Resident of The Chanonry 
Cllr Jim Noble (p/t) 
Cllr Richard Robertson (p/t) 
 
Time: 
Meeting was held in the back room of Dunbar Street Hall on May 5th 2009. The meeting 
commenced at 19:30hrs and was closed at around 21:30hrs. 
 
Points noted: 
CB & DM This special meeting was called to discuss the proposed provision of 
dedicated parking space for two coaches plus turning space outside St Machar’s Cathedral 
with the objective of providing a combined front that met the requirements of all parties. 
The OACC was not involved in the earlier phases of consultation regarding the proposal;  
this is not in compliance with the statutory process. 
While the proposal refers to provision of parking facilities for coaches in three different areas 
of Aberdeen, this meeting is only concerned with the proposal that is applicable to The 
Chanonry. 
 
The proposal is to provide space for two full size coaches to be able to park and turn around 
immediately outside St Machar. This will entail space being taken that is currently available 
for unrestricted parking, plus will include blanket no parking on the west side of the road, to 
enable one coach to pass the other.  
We understand that proposal has been floating around for some time, and came from 
Aberdeen tourist guides.  
 
Strategies that we might wish to adopt include: 
• Modification of the proposal to lessen the impact on private car parking 
• Request to delay the process and incorporate within the impending Controlled Parking 

Zone discussions. 
• Request the banning of coaches from The Chanonry on the basis that the road is simply 

not suitable for such large vehicles (and other heritage sites do ban unsuitable traffic). 
 
 
RW RW clarified that while he was present to represent the Cathedral, he could only 
speak informally, as the Kirk Session is the formal body. He was not aware of St Machar 
having received any previous notification regarding these proposals. 
The Cathedral is the oldest building in Aberdeen an is open to the public all day, 365 days a 
year, unlike any other church in Aberdeen.  St Machar received some 26,000 visitors last 
year, excluding services, weddings, funerals and concerts. 
Individual tourists arriving by car or foot contribute significant donations and constitute a 
significant income stream for the church, which receives no money from the Council, 
despite being one of the main tourist attractions for coach tours.  Unfortunately, these tourist 



coaches bring in very little income as such tourists seem to think that the cost of the tour is 
‘all in’.   However, coaches are being increasingly used for wedding parties. The Cathedral 
therefore feels it is important that coaches should continue to be able to drive up The 
Chanonry despite the difficulties.  
 
HG, JG,  Residents of The Chanonry have no place for visitors to park. 
Since the University has begun reducing the parking spaces available to students and staff, 
a lot of cars are parked in the area by St Machar as this is one of the few non-regulated 
parking areas near to the university. 
 
WG Sometimes the parking along the road is so dense it is very difficult for her to turn out 
into the road from her drive 
 
 
The meeting agreed that car parking usage in this area includes: 
• Visitors to Seaton Park 
• Visitors to St Machar 
• Workers at St Machar 
• Wedding guests and funeral attendees 
• Church worshipers 
• Students and staff of the university 
The proposed bus parking and coach turning facilities will halve the number of cars able to 
park in this area, from around 40 to perhaps 20 or so. 
 
 
The meeting discussed what response would be most appropriate, with the main options 
being to either: 

1. ask for the process to be delayed until the CPZ is under discussion, or  
2. to ask for the scheme to be cut back, perhaps to facility for one coach only to reduce 

the impact. 
There was concern that an outright rejection of the proposal would be discounted, but after 
some discussion, and with support from our councillors for this strategy, it was agreed that 
we would ask for the parking restriction, as it related to The Chanonry only, to not be 
implemented at this time on the following basis (the following text is taken from our letter, 
submitted next day by the OACC to the City Council): 
 
We … object to the current traffic order as it relates to The Chanonry on the grounds that 
the development of new parking restrictions should now only take place in the context of the 
whole CPZ process and the forthcoming public consultation. 
 
Furthermore, in view of the lack of prior consultation with designated bodies and parties of 
interest as noted above, we reject the proposal on the grounds that ‘due’ process has not 
been followed. 
 
In closing, all present were strongly encouraged to write individual letters to the City Council, 
expressing their own views. 
 
 
 
Attachments: A photograph of the posted notice of the proposal 
  An approximate map of the proposal (drawn from memory) 

  

Council coach 
parking notification.jpg

  

Map of coach parking 
proposal.jpg

 





 


